An algorithm for the management of ligamentous injuries of the knee associated with common peroneal nerve palsy.
Peroneal nerve palsy is the result of traction of the nerve at the fibular head and can be seen after varus injuries of the knee. The complication is uncommon and spontaneous, useful recovery is unusual. The treatment of either the ligamentous injury or the nerve injury alone is uncomplicated. However, when these injuries are seen in combination, management is more complicated. The clinical and laboratory findings of the nerve palsy in such a situation are reviewed. In addition, an algorithm has been constructed that is useful in determining the appropriate diagnostic and therapeutic steps in managing combined injuries.